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„Our Theatre Was Always Crowded“ 
Aldo Tambellini shares the heritage of protest  
 

Osnabrück. His works made history in art. He, aged 80, sees himself as a  
child of the politics of the 60`s. The European Media Art Festival honors  
an American „all around artist“ – Aldo Tambellini.  
 
 „War is insane“. A clear statement of Tambellini. And he adds:   „War makes  
people insane as well.“  This man knows what he is talking about. Eventhough  
he was born in the USA, Aldo Tambellini grew up in Italy, where he had first 
hand experience with WWII.  He survived an American air raid by chance, in  
which his whole neighborhood was destroyed. This was traumatic, also for  
his mother who later spent some  time in a mental hospital.  Since then, Aldo  
Tambellini sees himself as a political artist who fights against injustice, using  
poetical means. But it was not just his childhood  in Lucca that shaped him, 
but also New York. „The city became my artistic home, especially the East Village“ 
says Tambellini. „The rent was cheap in those days and Allen Ginsberg was one 
of my neighbors.“ A melting pot even in the artistic point of view.   „We were run- 
ning a film theatre where we showed experimental films from  Japan, Europe, from  
everywhere. And the theatre was crowded each time,  even with ordinary people.“ 
 
He caused a sensation with his video performances. a reoccurring element in these 
was the color black which meant also a statement of political topics: racism and the  
Human Rights Movement. 
 
„A lot of my friends were black writers.  We are very active, publishing books such as 
 `Poets Against the Killing Fields.` Artists like Jackson Pollock impressed him. He sees  
himself as an exponent of the counterculture and a counterbalance to the Pop-Art:  
„Andy Warhol was the official establishment, we were not.“ 
 
After 1968 many things changed: the protests calmed down,  many artists became part  
of the establishment. Tambellini became a Fellow at MIT (CAVS) in Boston and there he 
taught, but kept on being politically active. Just lately he produced a digital film against  
the war in Iraq.   „Technology cannot be stopped. But it always depends on how you use  
it and if you use it for the Good.“ He is very pleased with the reception given to him by  
Osnabrück.  Actually Europe is very appealing to him. After September 11th 2001 the  
atmosphere got really bad.  So that the vulcanic eruption in Iceland posed less of a  
porblem than the circumstantial security check in the USA.  So counterculture is im- 
portant, especially in these days.  Tambellini`s films, which will be shown at the  
European Media Arts Festival  in the next few days are proving it. They have not lost  
their poignancy. 


